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Admiral Fowler, Mr. McIntyre, Captain Hudner and other Medal of Honor recipients, ladies and gentlemen, I am honored to be here.
In my time as Secretary of the Navy, one of the greatest lessons I have taken away from the experience is a heartfelt appreciation for the dedication and commitment of those who serve in our armed forces.

Most of those who serve in the military today volunteered to join after 9/11, fully aware of the risks, knowing that they may well be called to go in harm’s way.

Today’s generation of young people grow up in a land of widespread affluence, with opportunities in many fields.

Those just starting out in adulthood could choose a life of comfort and security, in professions that do not take them far from family and friends.

But many among them choose instead to serve their Nation in the armed services.

They choose a demanding life, and a profession that insists on high standards of integrity, professionalism, and good conduct in their personal lives.

They have earned my profound respect and admiration.

Among those who serve, there are those who are truly and uniquely exceptional—the ones who have displayed extraordinary courage in confronting the enemy in battle.
Some of the most humbling experiences during my time in office have been the few cases where I have been able to personally award a Silver Star or Navy Cross to the Sailor or Marine who earned it.
To be standing next to these seemingly ordinary men who performed such extraordinary deeds on distant battlefields is profoundly moving, and I will never forget the experience of being in the presence of greatness.

And then there are those very rare cases of extreme levels of valor on the part of individuals whose courage in battle is uniformly met with awe, almost disbelief.
The Nation confers on those individuals the highest award of all—the Medal of Honor.

One can imagine that such warfighters who have been driven to perform such extraordinary acts of courage were inspired by the great heroes in our history who have distinguished themselves through deeds of tremendous bravery in the face of the enemy.
Providing this display in recognition of the greatest of our Navy and Marine Corps heroes will serve—it is hoped—to draw upon the legacy of previous Medal of Honor recipients, and inspire future generations of warfighters who will follow in their footsteps.
This display will stand proudly on the grounds where our Nation molds future leaders.

Each portrait captures powerfully the character and depth of these great heroes, and the artistic creation enshrined here will inspire all who behold it, sending a message between generations and reinforcing the bond between these heroes and future leaders.

The U.S. Naval Academy, which puts so much emphasis on teaching the history and traditions of the Navy and Marine Corps, is now in possession of another fitting tribute to the very best that have walked among us.

Let this display forever serve to remind us of our obligation to defend the inheritance these heroes have bequeathed us, and inspire all of us to be worthy of their sacrifice.

May God bless our heroes, and may God continue to bless America.

PAGE  
1

