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Ladies and gentlemen, friends and family, distinguished guests, we are gathered here 

today in the Hall of Heroes to pay tribute to the life of an American hero. 

We are surrounded by reminders that this Nation reserves a special place of honor for 

those heroes whose valor in combat against the enemy is so extraordinary, so far beyond what 

could be expected of mortals, that our Nation has bestowed upon them its highest award—the 

Congressional Medal of Honor. 

The simplicity of this room belies the grandeur of the sacrifice and achievements of those 

we honor here. 

Behind each name, in every case, there is a story of courage under fire almost beyond the 

limits of human endurance. 

Today, a new name—and the amazing story behind it—has been added to the list of our 

greatest heroes, immortalized in this room. 

The journey that led a promising young man from Long Island, New York to the 

mountains of Afghanistan is a story that cannot fail to move every patriotic heart, inspire every 

American soul, and engender boundless pride in every lover of freedom. 

After graduating from Penn State University, with honors, Michael Murphy considered his 

options. 

A bright future lay before him, with opportunities to seize wherever he looked. 

He had been accepted in law school. 

Potentially lucrative careers in the world of business beckoned. 

Blessed with an exceptional work ethic, self-confidence, and natural abilities, he was also 

endowed with a noble character. 

As he contemplated the possibilities, he knew that every door was open to him. 

His choice? 

He chose to serve. 

He chose to serve in a position to defend his Nation and his fellow citizens. 

He not only volunteered to serve in the United States Navy, he volunteered to compete 
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for a spot in the elite community of SEAL’s, he volunteered to be sent to the most dangerous 

place in the world, and he volunteered to expose himself to the greatest risks. 

Michael Murphy was among the best of the best. 

On June 28, 2005, it showed. 

Lieutenant Murphy was one of four SEAL team members on a top priority mission in the 

Hindu Kush, a legendary mountainous region extending across Afghanistan, and the scene of 

some of Alexander the Great’s most famous exploits. 

Their mission, designated Operation Redwing, was to locate and kill or capture a terrorist 

with a long record of blood on his hands—Ahmad Shah, leader of a group that had killed 

innocents, terrorized villagers, and sabotaged numerous attempts to rebuild Afghanistan. 

This operation was so dangerous and so important that military commanders turned to 

Lieutenant Murphy’s squad of elite fighters for its execution. 

Operating in the shadows of the mountainous terrain, and closing in on the target, 

Lieutenant Murphy’s team was suddenly surprised by goat herders, who, out of fear of or 

sympathy with the Taliban, subsequently reported their discovery to the terrorists. 

A vicious firefight was not long in coming. 

Vastly outnumbered, Lieutenant Murphy and his team found themselves fighting for their 

lives. 

They faced a truly desperate situation. 

The odds were against anyone making it out alive. 

His character, his training, and his selfless patriotism all came down to a single moment, 

when, 45 minutes into the gunfight, he decided to risk it all and abandon his position of cover in 

order to radio the forward operating base for assistance. 

It was the unit’s only hope. 

Radio transmission was simply impossible from the team’s position in the mountainous 

terrain. 

While continuing to take fire,  

Lieutenant Murphy made contact with headquarters at Bagram Air Base and requested 

assistance. 

He methodically reported his unit’s location and the estimated size of the enemy force. 

The calm and professional tone of his voice belied the extreme and imminent danger of 

the situation. 
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But one does not often encounter the likes of Michael Murphy. 

He resumed the battle. 

He could not let his teammates down. 

It was his SEAL team, his responsibility to find a way out, however dire the situation 

appeared. 

By Michael Murphy’s logic, any one of them would have done the same for him. 

So he ignored his mortal wounds and fought on. 

At such dark moments, his will to survive was fortified by the SEAL creed: 

 “I will never quit. I persevere and thrive on adversity. My Nation expects me to be physically 

harder and mentally stronger than my enemies. If knocked down, I will get back up, every time. I 

will draw on every remaining ounce of strength to protect my teammates and to accomplish our 

mission. I am never out of the fight.” 

* * * 

Most Americans have never heard of the SEAL creed. 

They are but dimly aware of the ethos that animates the souls of men like Michael Murphy. 

Lieutenant Murphy lived that creed. 

He looked within himself and chose the path of honor, exemplifying that noble breed of 

warfighters known to every nation as  U.S. Navy SEAL’s. 

Lieutenant Murphy did not survive the two-hour gunfight—but neither did at least 35 

terrorists. 

His extraordinarily heroic effort to relay the position of his unit, an act that ultimately led 

to the rescue of fellow SEAL Marcus Luttrell, and to the recovery of the bodies of the other 

SEAL’s killed in the battle, Michael Murphy became a hero for all-time. 

He faced his moment of destiny with such courage, such steely determination, and such 

cool unflappability that he has earned our nation’s highest award for combat valor on that fateful 

mountain. 

His heroic last act in life does not come as a surprise to those who knew him best. 

Michael Murphy had the heart of a warrior. 

He died as he lived—a warrior to the end. 

For his deeds, he now joins a select few—the Medal of Honor recipients honored by our 
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Nation in the Hall of Heroes. 

* * * 

Michael Murphy was taken from us too soon. 

We mourn his loss. 

But his warrior spirit will inspire generations to come, and the freedom he fought for will 

continue to call us to do our duty for as long as the lamp of liberty shall shine. 

May all of us resolve to be worthy of his sacrifice, and of those in combat today. 

God bless Michael Murphy, his family, his fellow SEAL teammates, and may God bless 

America. 

* * * 

It is now my pleasure to introduce our next speaker, my predecessor as  

Secretary of the Navy, and the current Deputy Secretary of Defense. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the Honorable Gordon England. 
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