Secretary of the Navy Birthday Marine Corps Birthday Message
1.  The character of an institution is stamped by its founding members and its founding spirit.  On November 10, 1775, the second Continental Congress commissioned Samuel Nicholas to raise two battalions of Marines.  That very day, Nicholas went to Tun Tavern and began recruiting the bravest men he could find.  The United States Marine Corps was born.
2.  Two hundred thirty-two years later, the United States Marine Corps still reflects the character of its founders - first to the fight, the bravest of the brave, warriors who routinely accomplish missions which no one thought possible.  The astonishing turnaround in Anbar province brought about by courageous Marines is merely one more example of truly outstanding achievement in the Marine Corps long history of great deeds on the battlefield.
3.  You are the best, every patriotic American holds you in their hearts as irrepressible defenders of our liberty.  On behalf of a grateful nation, thank you for your service. You are engaged in a noble and worthy endeavor, and your sacrifices keep our country safe.  

You do us proud, and I am honored to serve as your Secretary.  Semper Fidelis.
4.  Released by the Honorable Donald C. Winter, Secretary of the Navy.

