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Members of the Murphy family, members of Michael Murphy’s extended family of fellow SEALs, members of Congress, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, this evening we are gathered to honor an American hero, and to thank the family for its role in molding the character of a son whose stature has vaulted to the firmament in rendering service to our Nation.
This morning I had an opportunity to speak about the extraordinary courage and heroism of Michael Murphy, his life as a SEAL, and that fateful day when God called him home.

With his induction in the Hall of Heroes, his name will now be honored for eternity, and his sacrifice will serve as a reminder of what heroes are made of.

This evening, as we present the Medal of Honor flag to the mother of the fallen, I would like to say a few words about what made Michael Murphy the man he was, the significance of his contributions and the contributions of his fellow SEAL’s to our country.
On June 28, 2005, Michael Murphy did not suddenly wake up endowed with heroic qualities.

Michael Murphy, on that day, was the product of many influences on his life.  He may have been born with a heroic soul, the seeds of greatness planted in his nature.  Clearly, the fire of ambition, and a determination to make the most of his talents, were evident at an early age.

But who in his life cultivated in him a passion for excellence, a reverence for honor, and a patriotic devotion to America?

His parents.  His mother and his father encouraged him from the beginning to pursue his dreams, to believe in himself, and to set no limits on his goals.  They also imbued him with the idea that serving his fellow man, believing in ideals, and sacrificing on behalf of others were great and worthy causes, deserving of the highest possible praise.

Michael Murphy took those lessons to heart.

Dan and Maureen Murphy, and the Murphy family members gathered here today, the young man that everyone called “Murph” bore the stamp of your nurturing, your love, and your support over the years, and it showed.

One should never underestimate the importance of growing up surrounded by loving parents, a supportive family, and a home in which wholesome values are honored and practiced.
Michael Murphy emerged from the family nest with a gift—a core set of values and principles that guided his life in the direction of greatness.
He was someone that people looked up to, even idolized.  They recognized that he possessed something of a noble character.  He believed that the heroes he looked up to as a boy were those whose courage in the face of danger, and whose willingness to sacrifice safety, comfort, and even their lives—defined greatness.
In his own mind, nothing could equal the contributions of those who served in the 
armed forces—defenders of our liberty, protectors of the Nation.

And nothing could top being a SEAL as the ultimate weapon in the fight against our terrorist enemies.

So, in 2001, Michael Murphy joined the Navy and endured the punishing selection process to become a SEAL.

*
*
*

Michael Murphy loved being a SEAL.  Everyday, he was proud of his achievement, proud to serve, and proud to be associated with the bravest men he had ever known—his fellow SEAL’s.

When he was assigned to lead his four-man team in Afghanistan, he understood fully that he was being sent into one of the most dangerous areas of the world—that’s where SEAL’s are sent.
He was eager to do his part in a war against enemies of the United States, enemies of the elected government of Afghanistan, enemies of the Afghan people, enemies of civilization, and enemies of everything we stand for.

Our country needed what only SEAL’s could accomplish.  Our country needed him.

He felt honored to be called, honored to know that the American people were counting on brave men willing to suffer extreme hardships and danger as Special Operators during times of crisis to protect us from those who seek to do us harm.

June 28, 2005 was a tragic day in the history of the SEAL’s.  But it was also a day of extreme valor.

The very best that America had to offer were tested that day, in the crucible of battle.

And our very best rose to the greatest heights of courage, self-sacrifice, and heroism, once again showing friend and foe alike that the SEAL’s reputation as tenacious warfighters of unsurpassed courage is well-deserved.
We do not often have an opportunity to recognize the accomplishments of Navy SEAL’s.

The nature of their work is such that rarely do their feats of valor see the light of day, for it is the lot of some men to be assigned duties about which they may not speak.  
Such work is not for every man.  
But those who accept the burdens implicit in this silent labor realize a camaraderie and sense of value known to few.  
 Navy SEAL’s are among those few who perform this vital work, spurning fame, publicity, and monetary rewards.
Only when incidents such as the one that took place in mountains of Afghanistan on June 28, 2005 become known, do we learn about some of the amazing things that our SEAL’s do.

Multiple awards were earned by our Navy SEAL’s for their brave actions that day.

The truth is, Navy SEAL’s do amazing things everyday.  We just don’t talk about them.

Navy SEAL’s are part of an elite community of special operations Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and Marines who undertake the hardest, most audacious missions against our enemies, wherever they may be found.

Even now, as we speak, there are NAVY SEAL’s and other special operators in remote areas in far-off lands, in small units, performing dangerous missions, taking the fight to the enemy.

Their courage in battle is known but to very few.  But Special Operators know 
Michael Murphy’s story.  They were all part of Michael Murphy’s extended family, and the standard of heroism set by those who fought in Operation Redwing is never far from their minds.

Our Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps Special Operators are great patriots who deserve special recognition from a grateful Nation.

And so this evening, we express our gratitude to Michael Murphy and all of those in the brotherhood of elite warriors who have sacrificed so much on our behalf.

The Medal of Honor flag we are presenting to Maureen Murphy is a symbol of what her son fought for, and dedicated his life to preserving.

May this flag always wave proudly, and may we always hold those who protect us in a place of honor in our hearts.

Thank you, and may God bless America.
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